In the present study, we determined the frequency of superficial and cutaneous mycoses and their etiologic agents during a 7-year period (2002)(2003)(2004)(2005)(2006)(2007)(2008) in Natal, Brazil. A total of 1,717 specimens of skin, nail, and hair were collected from 1,382 patients with suspected mycoses lesions and were then subjected to direct microscopy and culture.
canis.
Of the yeasts observed, Candida non-albicans were identified in 32.1% of the lesions, followed by C. albicans In Brazil, several studies have shown that Fusarium spp.
is the most common nondermatophyte mould causing onychomycosis and its spread has increased in recent years (4, 11, 22) . In Natal, we have previously reported eight cases of cutaneous lesions caused by Fusarium spp. in immunocompetent patients (5) . In the present study, we report 15 cases of Fusarium ssp. onychomycosis and 1 case of Fusarium spp. interdigital intertrigo. Out of these 16 patients, 13 (81.3%) were females ranging in age from 13 to 66.
Similarly, López et al. (13) reports that the incidence of onychomycosis caused by this fungus is greater in women than it is in men.
In this study, we observed three cases of onychomycosis The black yeast Hortaea werneckii was isolated from a case of tinea nigra in the right palm of a 10-year-old female patient who presented with an asymptomatic lesion one year before. In a study performed in Venezuela, 10 cases were
